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WINE PURCHASE AND TRANSPORT WITHIN EU - REGULATIONS 

There are no limits on what private persons can buy and take with them when they travel between 
EU countries, as long as the products purchased are for personal use and not for resale. Taxes (VAT 
and DUTY) will be included in the price of the products in the Member State of purchase and no 
further payment of taxes can be due in any other Member State. 

However, special rules apply in the case of goods subject to excise duty, such as alcoholic beverages. 
If a private person purchases such products in one Member State and takes them to another 
Member State, the principle that no excise duty has to be paid in the Member State of destination 
only applies if the goods are for the own use of the traveller or his family and transported by himself. 

To determine whether these products are for the own use of the traveller, Member States must take 
account of all the relevant factors. These include: 

 The commercial status of the holder of the products 
and his reasons for holding them; 

 The place where the products are located or, if 
appropriate, the mode of transport used; 

 Any document relating to the products; 
 The nature of the products; 
 The quantity of the products. 

As to the last element, Member States may lay down guide levels, solely as a form of evidence, which 
cannot be over the following quantities: 

Alcoholic beverages 

 spirit drinks 10 litres 
 intermediate products 20 litres 
 wines (including a maximum of 60 litres of sparkling wines) 90 litres 
 beers 110 litres 

The products sold from another EU Member State than the one in which the purchaser is 
established and sent to the purchaser in a postal consignment: 

 Excise products sold and supplied from one Member State to a customer in another Member 
State are subject to excise duties in the Member State where the purchaser receives his 
goods. So, before the excise product can be legally delivered to the purchaser, the excise 
duties and taxes will have to be paid. Note that in the case of distance selling, the obligation 
to pay excise duties in the Member State of the purchaser rests upon the vendor. Note that 
VAT is also due in the Member State of destination in the case of distance selling of excise 
products. 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/taxation/vat/how_vat_works/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/taxation/excise_duties/gen_overview/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/taxation/vat/consumers/index_en.htm

